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The top 15 start-up hubs in Europe

Barcelona maintains its position as the 5th  
start-up hub in Europe

Positioning of Barcelona in international cities rankings

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C I T Y  B E N C H M A R K I N G

barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome www.cambrabcn.org

Barcelona is among the top 25 cities for global 
competitiveness for the fifth year running

Categories of urban competitiveness (Positioning of Barcelona)

Barcelona is Europe’s 8th tech city of the  
future

Top 15 Tech Cities of the Future in Europe 2020

Barcelona, among the five most attractive  
cities for digital talent

Comparison of positioning of cities in labor  
attractiveness

Digital experts 2019 Global Talent 2018

Source: Decoding Global Talent 2019. BCG.
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Global competitiveness. 2020
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Attractive cities for visitors and entrepreneurs. 2021
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European business schools. 2020
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Scientific production. 2019
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Cost of living. 2020
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Source: Global Power City Index 2020. Institute of Urban Strategies.  
The Mori Memorial Foundation.
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Source: Tech Cities of the Future 2020/21. fDi and TNW.
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	Source: Europe’s biggest startup hubs in 2020. EU-startups.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

London

Berlin

Paris

Amsterdam

Barcelona

Munich

Madrid

Stockholm

Dublin

Milan

Copenhagen

Tallinn

Zurich

Helsinki

Hamburg

United Kingdom

Germany

France

Netherlands

Espanya

Germany

Spain

Sweden

Ireland

Italy

Denmark

Estonia

Swiss

Finland

Germany2020 REPORT



Number of passengers at airports in European cities (millions)

Source: Airport Traffic Report. Airports Council International, ACI Europe, 
and the Barcelona Air Route Development Committee (CDRA).

NB: In 2010, the Airport of Barcelona dropped one position with the entry of 
Istanbul Airport in the data statistics of the ACI. If it had not been included, 
Barcelona would have maintained the ninth position.

Barcelona (BCN) Munich (MUC)

Milan (MXP)Barcelona’s position in the rankingX

Barcelona airport surpasses the threshold of 52 million passengers and now occupies 6th place among  
the main European airports

Amsterdam (AMS)

Delegates Conferences

Position of Barcelona

Source: International Congress and Convention Association (ICCA).

Barcelona maintains the 1st position in the world  
for number of delegates at international congresses
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Source: Cushman & Wakefield Research, The DNA of Real Estate, 3Q. 2020 (Europe).

Interannual variation
2020/2019 (%)

Office rental price in European cities. 2020

Rental prices for offices remain stable and in  
the middle band among the main European cities

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 20152014 2016 2017 2018 2019

Position of Barcelona

Barcelona gains competitiveness in the cost  
of living

20202018 201920172016201520142012 20132010

Source: Worldwide Cost of Living Survey, City Ranking. Mercer Human Resource 
Consulting.

World ranking Euro zone ranking

Cities with the world’s best public-transport  
systems. 2020

Barcelona, among the 20 cities with the best  
public-transport ecosystem

Position	 City	 Global index

Source: Urban City Readiness Index 2020. Berkeley University of California  
and the Oliver Wyman Forum.
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Barcelona is the 8th city in world and the 3rd  
in Europe for attractiveness for visitors and  
entrepreneurs

Attractive global cities for visitors
and entrepreneurs 2021

Source: World’s best cities report. Resonance Consultancy Ltd. 2021.
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Creative and cultural cities. 2019

Barcelona among the top ten creative  
and cultural cities in Europe

Position	 Cityt	 Creative  
			   intensity
			   index

NB: Cities with more than a million residents.

Source: Cultural and Creatives Cities Monitor 2019. European Commission’s 
Joint Research Centre.
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Positioning of Barcelona in scientific production

Barcelona is 23rd among the world’s cities and 5th  
in Europe in terms of scientific academic output

Source: UPC - Land Policy and Valuations Centre (CPSV). Data november  
2020
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IESE Business School ESADE Business School

Source: Global MBA Ranking, Financial Times.
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Positioning in the European ranking

Barcelona is the only city with two centres  
in Europe’s top ten MBA business schools
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