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Cities have progressively increased their role in global development and, 
although the recent pandemic led to a certain diaspora towards less dense and 
seemingly calm environments, the world continues to transform rapidly and 
cities are once again beacons of change and transformations.

When in January 2020 we presented the axes of the new Barcelona Green Deal 
economic agenda, we already highlighted the fact that our city could not sepa-
rate itself from the goals of the 2030 Agenda, the commitment of the states 
towards a more socially just and environmentally sustainable development.

The three axes established at the time – competitiveness, sustainability and 
equity – have been the guide for Barcelona City Council’s actions aimed at 
promoting the economy and quality employment. We have responded to the 
acceleration of technological transformations by expanding and improving the 
offer of training in digital and sector skills, and placing talent at the centre of 
our policies. Faced with the need to maintain cohesion in neighbourhoods and 
districts, and not to leave people and groups in situations of greater vulnera-
bility behind, we have expanded employment and proximity resources and 
services. And we have done all this through dialogue, discussion and agreement, 
contrasting measures and actions, with our stakeholders: social agents, asso-
ciations and foundations linked to the areas of the economy and employment, 
professional guilds and colleges, with companies and with the other public 
administrations.

In the area of sustainability, we have launched programmes for entrepreneur-
ship and support for industry or tourism, company relocation plans or lines of 
action for professional and vocational training in skills that are, and will be, key 
to the challenges we face. We also have a strategy for promoting and boosting 
the blue economy, taking advantage of the urban transformations on the city’s 
coastline. And of course, a set of actions from various municipal areas aimed at 
meeting the goals of environmental decarbonisation.

But we still needed to delve deeper into the axis of sustainability, by creating a 
road map in black and white with the aim of accompanying companies in the 
transformations necessary to achieve, between all of us, a sustainable city and 
metropolitan region, while at the same time being competitive.

This is a possible and necessary roadmap, which based around a set of essen-
tial economic activities, we can develop together to contribute to the ecological 
transition, accompanying the transformation of the productive model of the city 
towards a more sustainable one.
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1.1. The ecological transition  
as a driver of the economy 

The importance of the ecological transition 

In addition to being global issues with a clear impact on people’s health, the 
climate emergency and the environmental crisis challenge the economic sector, 
changing production and service models to reduce emission levels and deliver 
products that meet the needs of an increasingly demanding society to help the 
fight against climate change. 

This is thus a time of paradigm shift in which we need to move towards a differ-
ent model that addresses the dysfunctions of the current model from the point 
of view of sustainable and resilient development. 

In this new change of era, the volatile contexts surrounding today’s societies 
can accelerate existing long-term trends and trigger an ecological transition 
resulting from two separate factors. 

On the one hand, new geopolitical and energy market situations mean that we 
need to be self-sufficient for energy, becoming increasingly less dependent on 
fossil fuels and raw materials and instead focusing on developing clean ener-
gies and generally reducing the amount of energy we consume. 

And, on the other, Covid-19 has confirmed the need for this ecological transi-
tion as a roadmap for the future and shown that we must work on the digital 
transition as another aspect of change in our societies. Thanks to technol-
ogy, we can put in place a new production, distribution and digital consump-
tion model with an impact on the efficiency of the economy. We have recently 
witnessed the digitalisation of commerce, with people being encouraged to use 
cards rather than cash, teleworking, services such as education and healthcare 
being provided online, the transformation of mobility, and the pedestrianisation 
of streets, among others. 

The development of this digital ecological component is one of the most signif-
icant challenges being focused on by both Europe and national and local 
governments, as it could drive a new growth model that meets environmental, 
economic and social needs. In this context, local governments and institutions 
play a key role in regions’ economic development by providing any stimulus they 
can to ensure the ecological transition’s success. Local bodies are key part-
ners that have funding and access to new technologies and skill-development 
programmes to accelerate and guarantee a fair energy transition.
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1.1. The ecological transition  
as a driver of the economy 

 
The role of cities in the ecological transition 

Cities have gradually taken on a more central role in global development. In spite 
of accounting for only 3% of the planet’s surface area, large cities contain over 
half the world’s population and account for 75% of natural resource consump-
tion and 80% of CO2 emissions. According to forecasts, by 2050 75% of the 
world’s population will live in cities and their metropolitan areas, which already 
contain most of the planet’s human and financial capital. 

The world is changing quickly, and cities are at the centre of this change. This 
transformation in turn brings its own new global challenges, such as the provi-
sion of new models in the fields of mobility, consumption, construction, urban 
planning and economic development. Cities are the drivers of social, cultural, 
economic, technological, political, healthcare and environmental change as 
they try to address the great challenges facing humankind and the planet. 

They are like living organisms, evolving and adapting, and it is because of this 
constant transformation that we must rethink the very concept of “city” towards 
a new model that is more innovative, sustainable and digital. This results in 
a new paradigm with sustainability at its epicentre, providing a roadmap to 
ensure that we do not compromise the future of the coming generations. 

In addition to bringing major changes, cities are also drivers of innovation, with 
the necessary resources and ability to deploy complex networks and include 
the sustainability perspective in plans, projects, procedures and decision-mak-
ing in every field of activity of local government. 

Cities therefore play a key role in the ecological transition: they have the willing-
ness and skills to use sustainability as a lever for change and move towards 
achieving a fair and prosperous society and a new economic development model 
that promotes the protection of the environment and the transformation of the 
productive system while contributing to the progress of the economy, social 
welfare and our environment. Furthermore, they also play a significant role in 
developing synergies between the city’s economic players and in the transfer of 
knowledge and experiences, involving the public, fostering the creation of new 
occupations and influencing consumption policies. 

Finally, energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies have an impact on 
gas emissions, accounting for an estimated 55% of the total. The remaining 
45% is the direct result of using products, services and food. Due to their impor-
tance, cities are levers for change in the road to sustainability.
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1.2. Sustainability Economy timeline  
within the institutional framework 

Below is some detailed information about each of the events that have led the way in the Sustainability 
Economy both in Europe and at national and regional levels, with Barcelona 2030 Agenda: Sustain-
able Future and the Barcelona Green Deal providing the framework for the Barcelona Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap. 
Sustainable Economy Act – 2011

The Sustainable Economy Act, which 
provides for legal reforms to boost 
balanced and sustainable econo-
mic growth, was published in the 
Spanish Official Gazette (BOE) on 5 
April 2011. According to the Sustai-
nable Economy Act of 2011, sustai-
nable economy is “a growth pattern 
that combines economic, social and 
environmental development in a 
productive and competitive economy; 
that helps create quality jobs, equal 
opportunities and social cohesion, 
and ensures respect for the environ-
ment and the rational use of natural 
resources”.

Citizen Commitment to Sustainabi-
lity – 2012

The Citizen Commitment to Sustai-
nability was established in 2012 to 
make Barcelona a more equitable, 
prosperous and self-sufficient city. 
Barcelona+Sostenible [More Sustai-
nable Barcelona] was established 
within the framework of this commit-
ment. This is a network that promo-
tes participation and the exchange 
of information and resources, helps 
boost its member organisations’ initi-
atives, and creates opportunities for 
collaboration.

Agenda and the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDGs) – 2015

In 2015, the United Nations’ 193 
member states agreed on 17 goals 
and 169 targets relating to the need 
for them to work together globally to 
chart the way to sustainable growth, 
adding new spheres of action such as 
climate change, economic inequality 
and sustainable consumption. These 
goals are part of the 2030 Agenda, 
an ambitious world agenda with 
human rights as its main focus and 
a commitment from every country 
regardless of its level of development.

Barcelona Climate Commitment – 
2015

On the occasion of the 21st Confe-
rence of Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP21), Barcelona City 
Council and the 800 citizen organi-
sations forming part of the Barcelo-
na+ Sostenible network, which were 
signatories to the Citizen Commit-
ment to Sustainability for 2012-
2022, signed the Barcelona Climate 
Commitment, a roadmap setting 
out a number of projects for the 
public to give express effect to the 
city’s commitment to fight climate 
change.

Action Plan for the Implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda in Spain – 2017

On 12 December 2017, the Spanish 
Congress of Deputies passed a 
non-legislative proposal to provide the 
government with political guidance in 
the task of defining the National Stra-
tegy for the Achievement of the 2030 
Sustainable Development Agenda 
(PNL 161/001253 ), which required the 
government to draw up and carry out 
a sustainable development strategy 
in line with the 2030 Agenda. Priority 
was therefore given to drawing up an 
Action Plan for the Implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda, a document setting 
out the strategic line to be followed in 
order to ensure that the established 
goals are achieved.

National Pact for the Energy Transi-
tion (PNTE) – 2017

The National Pact for the Energy 
Transition (PNTE) was approved 
on 31 January 2017 by a resoluti-
on of the Government of Catalonia 
with the technical assistance of the 
Catalan Energy Institute (ICAEN). The 
document lays down seven strate-
gic pillars required in order to bring 
about the change of energy model 
in Catalonia, committing to local 
renewable energies, doing away with 
fossil fuels, turning current buildings 
into efficient buildings, and develo-
ping and implementing new techno-
logy for efficient energy management.
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1.2. Sustainability Economy timeline  
within the institutional framework 

Barcelona Climate Plan - 2018

On 26 October 2018 Barcelona City 
Council approved the Climate Plan 
2018-2030, which sets out existing 
actions and strategies and plans 
new short-term (2020) and mid-to-
long-term (2030) ones to achieve 
the aims of the Barcelona Climate 
Commitment while fulfilling the city’s 
commitment resulting from signing 
the Covenant of Mayors for Climate 
and Energy (2017).

National Plan for the Implementati-
on of the 2030 Agenda in Catalonia 
- 2019

On 25 September 2019, the Catalan 
government approved the National 
Plan for the Implementation of the 
2030 Agenda in Catalonia, which sets 
out 920 undertakings by the govern-
ment to achieve the United Nations’ 
17 SDGs. These undertakings are 
split into two types: 810 under-
takings to be achieved in Catalonia 
and 110 to be achieved by Catalonia 
for the world. The plan is dynamic in 
content, subject to updates for ensu-
ring the consistency of public polici-
es, and will remain in operation until 
2030.

European Green Deal - 2019

In December 2019, the European 
Commission presented a package of 
measures to make the EU climate 
neutral by 2050 as well as further 
measures to foster biodiversity and 
the circular economy, among others. 
This roadmap contains 50 items to 
promote the efficient use of resour-
ces in every sector of the economy 
but with particular emphasis on 
transport, energy and industry, which 
are still the largest producers of 
emissions.

Barcelona Climate Emergency 
Declaration - 2020

The Climate Emergency Commit-
tee was tasked with drawing up the 
Barcelona Climate Emergency Decla-
ration, which came into force on 15 
January 2020, and monitoring it. The 
declaration includes the hundred or 
so concrete measures to change the 
city’s model in the following areas: 
mobility and infrastructure, the urban 
model, energy, the economic model, 
consumption and waste, food, the 
cultural model, water, and health and 
well-being.

The Barcelona 2030 Agenda: targets 
and key indicators - 2020

In accordance with the United 
Nations SDGs, in 2020 Barcelona City 
Council presented the report “The 
Barcelona 2030 Agenda: targets and 
key indicators”, setting out 17 social, 
economic and environmental goals 
for the city, as well as 139 specific 
targets to be achieved over the next 
10 years. The report sets out over 200 
indicators to track the implementati-
on of this local roadmap and ensure 
that the city recovers from the global 
coronavirus pandemic taking its own 
sustainable future as well as that of 
its people into account.

Spanish Circular Economy Strategy 
for 2030 - 2020

The Spanish Circular Economy Stra-
tegy, also known as “Circular Spain 
2030”, was approved by the Council of 
Ministers on 2 June 2020. This strate-
gy sets out a list of strategic guide-
lines and a number of quantitative 
goals to be achieved by 2030, such 
as reducing waste and greenhouse 
gases, reusing more and decreasing 
the country’s consumption of materi-
als, and making a more efficient use 
of water.



2021 202220122011 2015 2017 2018 2019 2020

Sustainability 
Economy

11 

Barcelona Green Deal - 2021

In April 2021, Barcelona City Council 
presented a new economic agenda 
for Barcelona containing the city’s 
goals, challenges and strategic prio-
rities for the next 10 years. It is based 
on three strategic pillars with 10 
goals and 66 specific actions to 
turn Barcelona into an internatio-
nal benchmark in all the city’s main 
focuses.

The Climate Change and Energy 
Transition Act - 2021

The Climate Change and Energy Tran-
sition Act, which came into force on 22 
May 2021, aims to enforce complian-
ce with the goals agreed to by coun-
tries in the Paris Agreement (2015). 
The new Spanish act sets out, among 
other things, the minimum targets for 
renewable energies, energy effici-
ency and reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions for the Spanish economy 
for the years 2030 to 2050.

Blue Economy Strategy - 2021

In October 2021, Barcelona City 
Council published a government 
measure consisting of 43 initiatives 
and 15 projects to preserve the mari-
time ecosystem and create a new 
economic hub in the city, resulting 
in greater economic competitiveness 
and environmental sustainability for 
the maritime sector and striving to 
ensure a transition towards a more 
sustainable model in accordance 
with the goals of the 2030 Agenda.

National Integrated Energy and 
Climate Plan for 2021-2030 (PNIEC) 
- 2021

The Council of Ministers’ resolution 
adopting the final version of the Nati-
onal Integrated Energy and Climate 
Plan for 2021-2030 was approved in 
March 2021. The PNIEC is the plan-
ning instrument proposed by the 
Spanish government to achieve the 
EU’s goals and targets within the 
framework of its energy and climate 
policy. The document establishes the 
goals of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and ensuring the wides-
pread implementation of renewable 
energies and energy efficiency.

Recovery, Transformation and Resi-
lience Plan - 2021

The Recovery, Transformation and 
Resilience Plan, which was published 
on 21 June 2021, is the core instru-
ment for the development of the 
NextGenerationEU European reco-
very funds. The document provides a 
roadmap for modernising the Spanish 
economy, recovering economic 
growth and creating jobs following 
the Covid-19 crisis, and preparing the 
country for future challenges.

EU Mission for 100 Climate-Neutral 
and Smart Cities by 2030 - 2022

Barcelona is one of 100 cities chosen 
by the European Commission to 
carry out the green and digital tran-
sition in Europe. Barcelona will 
thus be part of a European mission 
to achieve 100 smart and clima-
te-neutral cities by 2030, acting as 
an experimentation and innovation 
hub to help the other cities achieve 
the same climate-neutrality goals by 
2050.
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1.3. The Sustainability Economy,  
a focal point of the Barcelona Green Deal 

The Sustainability Economy Roadmap, which has a horizon of 2030, is part of 
the sustainability pillar of the Barcelona Green Deal, the new economic agenda 
to address the city’s current and future challenges. 

The new economic agenda is based on three strategic pillars with a total of 10 
goals and 66 concrete actions. The aim is to make Barcelona an international 
benchmark in all its social and economic focuses and establish a socio-eco-
nomic pact between the city’s institutions, companies and entities and with the 
general public.

Strategic pillars 

The strategic pillars of the Green Deal correspond to the key elements of 
the economic agenda to make Barcelona a competitive, sustainable and 
fair city. 
 

01/ COMPETITIVENESS  

The first strategic pillar is to ensure that the city has an active entrepre-
neurial ecosystem with a digital focus that attracts talent and is open to 
the international arena. 
 

02/ SUSTAINABILITY  

The second strategic pillar is for Barcelona to expand its circular 
economy, attract new hubs of economic activity and generate a tourist 
economy. Tourism and industry are two of Barcelona’s economic pillars, 
and business models must be transformed to ensure that the city, its 
residents and the environment are not detrimentally affected by growth. 
 

03/ FAIRNESS  

The third strategic pillar is to ensure that Barcelona’s economy is more 
social and more united, promoting the local economy and ensuring 
employment amongst residents.
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Actions 

These goals break down into 66 concrete actions aimed at ensuring that 
the public, companies and civil society organisations have the necessary 
tools to take full advantage of the opportunities arising in Barcelona.

Become the 
digital and 
technology 

capital of Europe

Become the leading 
city in the field of 

entrepreneurship 
and innovation

Grow and strengthen 
Barcelona’s community 
of Social and Solidarity 

Economy companies 
and initiatives

Become the 
leading city for 
new economic 
activity hubs

Ensure quality work 
and employability 

for the public

Promote the green and 
circular economy and 

the ecological transition

Become a leading hub 
for both domestic and 

international talent

Protect the 
stability and 
safety of the 

local economy

Increase 
Barcelona’s 

international 
presence

Transform the tourism 
model towards value 

and sustainability

Aims of the Green Deal

The strategic pillars contain specific goals to address the city’s challen-
ges and obstacles.
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2. The Sustainability  
Economy in Barcelona
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2.1. Definition of the Sustainability  
Economy in Barcelona 

The Sustainability Economy as a concept 

These days, you cannot discuss economic growth and promotion without think-
ing about including sustainability-oriented values and practices, because it is 
no longer possible to believe in infinite growth in a finite world. 

Sustainable development requires a comprehensive approach affecting the 
various sectors of the economy. In the business sector, the business model is 
being transformed by Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) criteria. 
These criteria relate to the factors that make a company sustainable by means 
of social, environmental and good governance commitments and have become 
a roadmap in the transition towards achieving a sustainable financial and 
economic system in accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals.

 
 

 
Due to the breadth of this concept, the Sustainability Economy has no clear or 
fixed definition. Instead, it fits under various umbrellas that make it possible to 
extract its meaning. 

In 1987, the United Nations Brundtland Commission presented a report with the 
name “Our Common Future” in which sustainability was defined as “meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs”. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Environmental 
Business activities 

focusing on mitigating 
the impact of climate 

change

Social 
This relates to 

quality employment, 
inclusion and social 

cohesion

Good governance 
This covers ethical corporate 

culture and behaving with 
integrity as the basis of 

positive long-term impact
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2.1. Definition of the Sustainability  
Economy in Barcelona 

In 2015 the UN General Assembly approved the 2030 Agenda, which sets out 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets to protect and 
improve the environment, combat inequalities, foster economic development 
and ensure a commitment to institutional integrity and effectiveness. 

On 12 December 2017 the Spanish Congress of Deputies passed a non-legis-
lative proposal with the support of almost all political parties to provide the 
government with political guidance to define the national strategy for fulfilling 
the terms of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda (PNL 161/001253), 
which urges the government to “draw up, approve and carry out a sustainable 
development strategy for the implementation of the 2030 Development Agenda 
in Spain”. It was therefore agreed as a priority to draw up an action plan for the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda that was well argued and credible and had 
broad consensus from the various social players. 

The result for our city was the Barcelona 2030 Agenda, conceived as a roadmap 
for the city’s public policies during this decade. 

In Barcelona, the new Barcelona Green Deal 2030 Agenda is the roadmap for 
all economic and social stakeholders. It is based on the three key aspects of 
competitiveness, sustainability and fairness.

Within the framework of sustainability, the new economic agenda focuses on 
Barcelona expanding its circular economy, attracting new hubs of economic 
activity and generating a visitor economy. 

Tourism and industry are two of Barcelona’s economic pillars, and business 
models must be transformed to ensure that the city, its residents and the envi-
ronment are not detrimentally affected by growth. 

From the point of view of economic promotion, the Sustainability Economy 
means:

 
“The set of economic activities that contribute to the ecological 
transition and go together with the transformation of the city’s 

productive model to achieve a more sustainable model.”

2. 
Sustainability

1. 
Competitiveness

3. 
Fairness
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2.2. Starting situation:  
sustainability and Barcelona in figures 

The figures shown below illustrate Barcelona’s current Sustainability 
Economy situation and provide a guide to help identify the main aspects to be 
focused on in order to drive this strategy forward. 

The Sustainability Economy in Barcelona in figures

85%
of internal travel 
is carried out using 
sustainable mobility 
methods 

World
Capital of 
Sustainable
Food 2021

17 th

best city in the world 
for sustainable urban 
mobility  2021 
(Berkeley University)

Europe’s
largest
network of
food markets
(43 markets)

Over
56.000
jobs
related to
green economy 
activities

1st

urban tourism
destination in the world
to obtain
Biosphere Platinum
certification

Over 1.800
organisations
in the Barcelona
+Sostenible 
network  2021

359
environmental 
certificates 
in Barcelona 
in 2020 

39,8%
of solid urban 
waste collected 
was recycled
in 2021

14th

most
sustainable city
in Europe
in 2021 (Schroders)
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2.3. Challenges and opportunities  
of the Sustainability Economy 

The growing threat of climate change and the environmental impact of cities 
have motivated local governments to set out new challenges and opportunities 
to protect the ecosystem and redefine needs to help create a more sustain-
able city and metropolitan region. As a result, Barcelona City Council wishes to 
promote a Sustainability Economy roadmap to facilitate the transition to a more 
sustainable economic model that is also more proactive in carrying out the 
necessary transformation by taking advantage of the opportunities created by 
the players in our ecosystem and facing new challenges as they arise during 
the process.

Working with economic players by fostering sustainability-oriented 
dynamics. According to 2021 data published by Barcelona City Council, cities 
consume 70% of energy and are responsible for 75% of carbon dioxide emissions. 
Barcelona City Council must therefore work closely with the public and the 
economic community to stimulate sustainability-oriented dynamics by providing 
incentives that help transform the economic model into a more sustainable one. 

Defining a common and unified strategy. Public administrations have a key 
role when it comes to achieving these challenges, as they are both drivers and 
facilitators of this process. It is therefore vital for Barcelona City Council to establish 
a common and unified long-term strategy in its various areas and public entities 
in order to accelerate the launch of new economic and productive activities linked 
to sustainable business models while minimising bureaucratic, administrative and 
cultural obstacles. 

Reinforcing the international position of a transformative and sustainable 
economy. In addition to its established reputation and to being one of the world’s 
leading cities in digital matters, start-ups and R&D&I, Barcelona faces the challenge 
of increasing its international presence in areas such as sustainability, driving new 
and innovative economic and productive models linked to the ecological transition 
and boosting the development of innovative high-capacity technologies. 

Designing an effective governance tool and leveraging the available 
synergies. Furthermore, it is also crucial for institutions to drive public-private 
collaborations in order to harness the synergies in their environment and help 
transform the business network and create new innovative business models to 
address the existing environmental challenges.

Challenges facing the Sustainability Economy in Barcelona
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Opportunities arising from the Sustainability Economy in Barcelona 

01/  Barcelona and its potential in accordance with sustainability criteria 

This year, Barcelona has been awarded international recognition by the Finan-
cial Times group magazine fDi Magazine as the city with the best investment 
attraction and promotion strategy in Europe, having already been named the 
second most attractive city in the world for the technology sector in 2020, 
in view of the many events hosted by it in recent years, such as the Smart City 
Expo and the Mobile World Congress, as well as for its 22@ district, Pier01, 
science parks and universities. In addition, in relation to start-ups, Barcelona 
was named the third best city in Europe to establish a start-up in the 2022 
Startup Heatmap Europe Report. 

Fostering a prosperous, responsible and sustainable economy thus requires 
tapping into Barcelona’s huge potential and boosting the sustainability of both 
existing and emerging sectors. 

02/ An emerging and willing ecosystem 

As a result of the irreversible nature of the ecological transition, the city’s devel-
opment is increasingly linked to sustainability. We must therefore make good 
use of its emerging and willing ecosystem to get involved in the change and 
seize the opportunities in the environment, as well as promoting the strong will-
ingness of the economic community and the players involved in transforming 
the economic and productive model to negotiate, work together and take action.
 
In order to further the transformation of the economic and productive model to 
achieve a more sustainable one, the following current strategic sectors should 
be promoted:

> Industry 
> Mobility and transport 
> Energy 
> Trade, consumption and food 
> Construction and infrastructure 
> Tourism 

 
03/ Social awareness and citizen participation 

There is also a remarkable degree of awareness and social conscience among 
the public in relation to sustainability. Consumer behaviour is being influ-
enced by the ecological transition and increasingly sustainable practices. Both 
public institutions and the private sector must promote responsible behaviour 
by the public as a whole and encourage even greater citizen participation for 
sustainability.
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3. Sustainability  
Economy Roadmap
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3.1. Goals of the Sustainability  
Economy Roadmap 2030 

The challenges and opportunities defined above help to highlight the city’s 
assets and identify the areas for improvement that will enable us to make prog-
ress in the deployment of the Barcelona Sustainability Economy Roadmap. 

The Green Deal, Barcelona’s economic agenda for 2030, is the framework for 
the roadmap and acts as an umbrella for the promotion of the sustainability 
pillar. This strategic pillar focuses on ensuring Barcelona’s success in expand-
ing the circular economy and attracting new economic activity hubs. 

This document provides the details of Barcelona City Council’s strategy to drive 
a diversified and innovative economic model and ensure Barcelona’s sustain-
ability. 

It sets out a roadmap to achieve a set of strategic goals linked to improving the 
city’s economy and focusing on the economic sectors that drive the green, blue 
and circular economies, taking into account the different fields of action for 
each target group. 

The implementation of the defined roadmap takes the form of a list of actions 
that brings together a set of measures to address the strategic goals estab-
lished. These actions are classified based on the various strategic economic 
sectors to which they relate, and the fields of action affected by them are then 
ascertained. These actions thus act as a lever to ease the transition towards 
the transformation of the current economic and productive model. 

Since the publication of the Barcelona 2030 economic agenda in 2021, Barce-
lona City Council has been developing the Green Deal’s sustainability pillar by 
carrying out the actions contained in the list and defining new initiatives. This 
roadmap is therefore a living document, a list in constant evolution that lays 
down the city’s goals for its Sustainability Economy. 

Finally, the municipal support for the strategy also aims to harness the syner-
gies between the city’s public entities and private companies to come up with 
valuable proposals for the public. The roadmap is therefore open to all the 
city’s economic and social stakeholders. To this end, a governance framework 
promoting opportunities for reflection and gathering within the ecosystem, 
which are key to sustainability in Barcelona, will be established.
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3.2. Goals for the promotion  
of the Sustainability Economy 

Barcelona City Council and Barcelona Activa are driving the Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap by carrying out a set of actions to facilitate the transition to 
a more sustainable economy in Barcelona. This transformation of the economic 
model in accordance with sustainability criteria will mainly involve supporting 
the business network in its transformation and new business model creation 
processes.

Goals pursued within the roadmap

Aid companies along their transformation to achieve a 
more sustainable production model by supporting them 
and giving them incentives to change. 

Foster and accelerate the generation of new entrepreneu-
rial initiatives and innovative business models, helping the 
city’s economic community to seize the opportunities arising 
in the sustainability-related economy, attracting investors 
and creating new quality jobs. 

Help the city’s small businesses take advantage of new 
business opportunities arising from the transformation 
of the world of economic activity and society as a whole in 
accordance with sustainability criteria. 
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Goals pursued within the roadmap

Identify new job and professional development oppor-
tunities for workers within these emerging areas for the 
purpose of promoting talent. 

Break down and remove bureaucratic, administrative and 
cultural barriers that hinder the promotion of a more sustai-
nable and transformative economy and make it more diffi-
cult to bring about a paradigm shift. 

Turn Barcelona into an international benchmark in rela-
tion to the transformation of its economic and productive 
community, promoting the creation of new jobs and facilita-
ting the ecological transition.
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3.3. Scope of the Barcelona Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap 2030: economic 
sectors and fields of action 

Six strategic economic sectors that are drivers of the green, blue and circular 
economies and are key to the decarbonisation of the economy have been identi-
fied to promote Barcelona’s transition to a more sustainable, diversified and inno-
vative economic model together with agents outside the ecosystem: 

The Sustainability Economy’s strategic economic sectors

Industry 
Modernising and decarbonising industries by adapting the 
business structure to a more sustainable model, ensuring 
more environmentally friendly production cycles in order to 
optimise resources either by extending products’ life cycle or 
by converting waste into raw materials for future use. 

Tourism  
Fostering a type of tourism that is respectful 
of the ecosystem, minimises its impact on 
the environment and is committed to the 
city’s social, cultural, economic and ecolo-
gical situation. The aim is thus to make 
the destination sustainable and obtain a 
social return from tourism, helping gene-
rate jobs and income for local residents. 

Construction  
and infrastructure 
Promoting the renovation of more sustai-
nable buildings and infrastructure to reduce 
their environmental impact, as well as maximi-
sing the benefits of energy efficiency (particu-
larly by means of zero-emissions buildings) to help 
carry out the energy transition and adapt to the city’s 
new climate scenarios.
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The Sustainability Economy’s strategic economic sectors

Mobility and transport 
Travelling in a way that reduces the negative impact on the environ-
ment. The aim is thus to help achieve sustainable mobility in the 
entire metropolitan area by carrying out actions leading to greater 
integration, promotion and economic development, as well as 
putting in place monitoring actions to reduce emissions and encou-
rage alternative forms of transport for both people and goods 
through ride-sharing initiatives, business travel plans and urban 
goods distribution. 

Energy 
Large-scale deployment of renewable energies and use of clean 
electricity to decarbonise the supply of energy (including for both 
industrial and private use), and facilitating access to renewable 
energy resources to guarantee a commitment to the environment 
and an efficient management of the consumption of such resources. 

Trade, consumption and food 
Encouraging and prioritising innovative business models that 
respect healthy and sustainable local value chains in order to 
encourage local and responsible consumption by end consumers. 
As regards food, the aim is to encourage sustainable food produc-
tion by means of organic agriculture and sustainable food habits.
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3.3. Scope of the Barcelona Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap 2030: economic 
sectors and fields of action 

The Blue Economy is a specific, pivotal area of the Sustainability Economy 
Roadmap. In addition to its role in bringing about the ecological transi-
tion and transforming the city’s productive model towards a more sustain-
able one, it focuses on the need to guarantee that the city’s economic activity 
results in good environmental status for its marine ecosystems and supports 
sustainable social and economic development. The Blue Economy affects 
the 12 sectors linked to the various strategic economic sectors mentioned 
above and encompassed within the framework of the Sustainability Economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Blue Economy is defined as all water-related economic activities carried 
out in a way that is compatible with the environmental ecosystem conserva-
tion and that favour sustainable social and economic development. Barce-
lona City Council thus focuses on boosting blue economies linked to the sea: 
sustainable maritime economies.
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Government Measure for the Promotion  
of the Blue Economy in Barcelona 

The measure’s main challenge is to preserve the maritime ecosys-
tem and thus ensure it remains an economic driver for the city, 
both by maintaining its established sectors (port activities, mari-
time transport and logistics, ship building and maintenance, 
fishing and the bioeconomy, water treatment, sailing, sports and 
tourism) and by promoting new sea-related sectors (biotechnology 
and marine renewable energies) to transition to a more sustain-
able model in line with the goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/economiablava 

 
 
Mission 
To develop the potential of the Blue Economy in Barcelona, in particular by 
fostering activities focused on innovation, sustainability and technology so 
that they lead to the creation of jobs and the city’s economic and social devel-
opment and become a focal point of its coastline. 

 
Vision 
Establishing Barcelona as a leading city in Europe and the Mediterranean for 
economic activity and talent in the Blue Economy within ten years, promot-
ing social and environmentally friendly development that brings the city’s 
economy closer to achieving the Green Deal and the Sustainable Development 
Goals established in the 2030 Agenda. 

 
Goals  

01/ Generate and reinforce the city’s economic activities linked to the Blue 
Economy in the fields of talent, training, employment, entrepreneurship 
and business development, innovation and knowledge transfer, promoting 
innovation and ensuring environmental sustainability, as well as environ-
mental renewal where possible. 

02/ Support the integration of Blue Economy activities into every aspect of 
the city’s social fabric (culture, leisure, sports, cuisine), as well as in its 
maritime culture. 

03/ Promote the city’s Blue Economy, giving it visibility both locally and 
internationally, by means of a structured narrative that showcases the 
city’s assets and the opportunities it offers in the Blue Economy.
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3.3. Scope of the Barcelona Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap 2030: economic 
sectors and fields of action 

The actions falling under each of the strategic economic sectors defined above 
may affect one or more fields of action depending on their goal:

Fields of action of the Sustainability Economy

Companies 
 
 
 
 

Entrepreneur-
ship 
 
 
 
 
Local sphere

Promotion

Training and 
employment
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Fields of action of the Sustainability Economy

Helping improve the competitiveness and sustainability of companies, 
self-employed individuals and organisations in the cooperative, Social 
and Solidarity Economy to boost business models that foster constant 
innovation.

Assisting entrepreneurs from the birth of their business idea to the 
launch of the company, and supporting specific sectors and groups with 
their innovative and sustainable initiatives.

Fostering local economic development to meet the needs of people, 
companies and other economic stakeholders, all while ensuring fair and 
inclusive development for the city and the local area.

Turning Barcelona into a leading example of the sustainable economy to 
increase the business and employment opportunities available to society 
by helping attract international talent and companies in relation to this 
area.

Stimulating quality employment and equal opportunities, suppor-
ting people in their search for work in order to increase job opportuni-
ties, as well as providing skill-development guidance through technical 
and vocational training and various cross-disciplinary employment 
programmes tailored to various groups of people with specific needs.



Barcelona 
Roadmap 

2030

 30

3.4. Sustainability Economy monitoring  
and governance framework 

Fostering the transition towards a more sustainable economic model in Barce-
lona requires collaborations and partnerships with all the key players involved 
in the promotion and deployment of the Sustainability Economy Roadmap to be 
established from the outset. This strategy is thus the beginning of a coordinated 
action to be magnified or accelerated based on the needs arising at any given 
time or the extent to which the deployment of certain actions has been identi-
fied as urgent. The main functions of the monitoring and governance framework 
are to coordinate the players involved to ensure that the goals are met on time 
and as intended; map out the targets to be reached; support the prioritisation of 
actions based on the plans and goals established; ensure that actions are aimed 
at achieving results and targets, and improve the model on an ongoing basis.

 
 

 
 
A governance framework will thus be created with the relevant coordination 
spaces, so as to include the main municipal agents and the external agents from 
outside the ecosystem. The municipal agents involved in the municipal coordi-
nation space would therefore be agents belonging to management departments 
such as those responsible for the Economy, Resources and Economic Promotion 
(GERPE); Urban Ecology; the Environment and Urban Services; Mobility and Infra-
structure; and Housing. The GERPE’s sectoral directorates, the Strategic Projects 
Department of the Municipal Manager’s Office, the local development organisation 
Barcelona Activa, the Municipal Institute of Markets (IMMB), Mercabarna, Barce-
lona Municipal Services (BSM), the Barcelona Energy Agency, the Municipal Tax 
Office (IMH) and the Barcelona 2030 Agenda Department should also be involved.

This monitoring and governance framework will enable us to identify new 
opportunities for municipal initiatives or for initiatives carried out in collabo-
ration with other external agents, as well as monitor the progress of existing 

Coordination spaces

Municipal  
coordination space  
Public agents involved in carrying 
out the Barcelona Sustainability 
Economy Roadmap.

The main challenges, 
opportunities and roadmap 
to be followed, in the form 
of concrete actions, will be 
shared.

Knowledge and actions to make 
progress on the deployment 
of the Sustainability Economy 
Roadmap will be showcased, 
and synergies will be created 
in the city and the entire 
metropolitan region.

Public-private 
collaboration space  
Private representatives of the 
strategic economic sectors and 
other external agents with ties to 
the Sustainability Economy.
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ones. Various sustainability indicators addressing the various goals, sectors and 
fields of action covered by the Sustainability Economy Roadmap and making it 
possible to assess the impact and efficiency of the actions included in it will be 
defined for this purpose. Below is an initial set of indicators for monitoring the 
deployment of the Barcelona Sustainability Economy Roadmap, its progress 
and its impact on the city’s social and economic communities, in order to track 
the success of the implemented strategy:

Barcelona’s international positioning 
• Sustainable Cities Index 
• Sustainable Urban Mobility Index 
• Clean Cities Index 

Economic activity and sustainability 
• Sustainable economy employment: number of jobs and percentage of the total 
• Companies with employees in the sustainable economy:  

number and percentage of the total 
• Companies newly registered in the sustainable economy and percentage  

of the total 
• Mapping of the sustainable economy in Barcelona (number of economic 

agents out of the total) 
• Companies with an environmental quality seal/certification 
• Agents whose articles of association include an express commitment  

to sustainability 

Efficient use of resources 
• Energy intensity 
• Energy consumption per capita (MWh/person/year) 
• Percentage of consumption of final energy from renewable sources 
• Energy consumption by sector (commerce and services, transport, industry, 

domestic, other) in GWh/year 

Climate change and reduced emissions 
• Comparison of emissions per capita in different cities in the world 
• Registered electric or hybrid vehicles 
• EV charging points 

Greening by the City Council 
• Current expenditure allocated by Barcelona City Council to Urban  

and Environmental Services linked to the green economy 
• Municipal investment in environmental sectors 
• Tax impact in the framework of the Sustainability Economy 
• Issuance of sustainability-related financial products 
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4. List of actions
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The previously defined goals, sectors and fields of action give rise to concrete 
actions aimed at facilitating the transition to a more sustainable economy in 
Barcelona. Details of the actions and measures involved are provided below. 
Some of them were promoted in 2021 after the publication of the Barcelona 
Green Deal, while others are still being defined and their deployment will estab-
lish the aims of the roadmap. 

Each action is classified based on the strategic economic sector in which it is 
included and the field of action affected by it.
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4.1. Industry 

Modernising and decarbonising industries by adapting the business structure 
to a more sustainable model, ensuring more environmentally friendly produc-
tion cycles in order to optimise resources either by extending products’ life cycle 
or by converting waste to raw materials for future use.

ACTIONS 

01/ Purchase of industrial premises in the Bon Pastor 
neighbourhood, and promotion of lead projects 

02/ Circular Economy programme for industrial 
companies 

03/ Responsible Companies programme 
04/ Innofood programme 
05/ Foodback surplus food recovery centre 
06/ Renovation and digitalisation of the Green Point 
07/ Barcelona Zero Plastic commitment 
08/ Waste management in the municipal markets 
09/ Launch of packaging collection points in wholesale 

markets 

10/ White and IT waste collection and recycling 
11/ Agreement for the reuse of IT equipment with the 

eReuse network 

12/ RevESStim programme 
13/ Barcelona Fashion Forward 
14/ Fashion Sustainable Challenge

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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01/ Purchase of industrial premises  
in the Bon Pastor neighbourhood,  
and promotion of lead projects 

This involves purchasing an industrial building in the Bon Pastor neighbour-
hood to make it available and attract and carry out lead projects relating to the 
promotion of the circular and sustainable economy and Industry 4.0, leading to 
more competitive small and medium-sized enterprises in the city’s economic 
and business ecosystem. 

02/ Circular Economy programme  
for industrial companies 

This is a support action helping industrial companies in the Besòs hub to make 
the transition to a circular economy. Solutions relating to both the production 
process and the business model are identified to ensure a more efficient use 
of resources and to address any sustainability challenges that may arise. The 
support is provided by a team of experts who help analyse the company’s situa-
tion and define solutions/projects to be carried out. 

03/ Responsible Companies programme 

This programme aims to promote and facilitate the integration of social respon-
sibility into participating companies’ business strategies by means of an action 
plan that takes this aspect into account in every area of the company in an effort 
to strike a balance between economic, environmental and social demands. 

04/ Innofood programme 

This programme provides support for the creation of innovative companies that 
improve any part of the food sector’s value chain in order to mitigate the effects 
of the climate crisis, reduce food waste and preserve biodiversity. It involves 
business plan and management training in the fields of food sustainability 
or food distribution. The programme also includes sector-specific sessions, 
networking with entrepreneurial projects and the provision of tailored support 
to participating projects.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/web/guest/programa-innofood-alimentacio
https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/ca/web/es/programa-d-economia-circular-per-a-empreses-industrials
https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/ca/web/es/programa-empreses-responsables-de-barcelona
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/premsa/2021/09/14/lajuntament-destina-6-milions-deuros-a-la-compra-de-naus-industrials-a-la-zona-del-besos/
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4.1. Industry 

05/ Foodback surplus food  
recovery centre 

Mercabarna has launched the Foodback surplus food recovery centre, a new 
management system for organic plant-based matter outside the commercial 
circuit that aims to give a second life to surplus fruit and vegetables. The facility, 
which is located in Mercabarna, is a key part of the new organic matter manage-
ment system, which distributes 100% of recovered products and fosters tech-
nological innovation projects to minimise food waste. 

06/ Renovation and digitalisation  
of the Green Point 

This is a renovation and digitalisation project for Mercabarna’s Green Point 
specialist waste and recycling centre to consolidate waste access control and 
further establish the plant by-product management system. The aim is to make 
the new Green Point the main facility where retailers can quickly and effortless-
ly take their organic and packaging waste. 

07/ Barcelona Zero Plastic commitment 

This is a commitment to reduce single-use plastics presented by the Zero 
Plastic Committee. The document sets out the actions and projects that will 
make it possible to move towards a more sustainable society model with a 
greater commitment to the future. 

08/ Waste management  
in the municipal markets 

This action involves selective waste collection by sorting waste into separate 
paper, cardboard, glass, packaging, organic waste and refuse containers. The 
aim is thus to use mechanisms to select and reduce the volume of waste, reuse 
products and recycle the waste from Barcelona’s municipal markets in an effi-
cient manner.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.mercabarna.es/serveis/medi-ambient/
https://www.mercabarna.es/serveis/medi-ambient/
https://www.alimentaciosostenible.barcelona/ca/que-fem/foodback
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09/ Launch of packaging collection  
points in wholesale markets 

This action involves putting in place packaging collection points in the city’s 
wholesale markets to control the circulation of reusable packaging used in 
commercial transactions and facilitate their reuse. As to plans for 2022, a new 
packaging recovery system for the fruit and vegetable sector will be put in place, 
followed by an equivalent one for the fish sector in 2023. 

10/ White and IT waste collection  
and recycling 

This is a collaboration agreement between Barcelona Activa and Andròmines, 
a non-profit social integration organisation in the field of transport, establish-
ing a white and IT waste collection and recycling service in Barcelona. Waste 
from electrical and electronic appliances and devices and ICT waste is collected 
under this initiative. 

11/ Agreement for the reuse of IT  
equipment with the eReuse network 

This is a collaboration agreement between the Municipal Institute of Infor-
mation Technology and the Pangea association to put in place a circuit for the 
exchange, refurbishment and reuse of IT equipment between 2018 and 2022. 
Among other things, the eReuse network ensures the reuse of IT devices, which 
it donates to vulnerable families and social spaces. 

12/ RevESStim programme 

This action, which is part of the Sustainable Textiles Plan and the Circular 
Fashion Pact, aims to promote the city’s sustainable textile sector by strength-
ening its companies and organisations, as well as the entrepreneurial projects 
in this area, from a social enterprise point of view. It provides specialist training 
and advice, revitalising different groups of players, identifying common goals 
and needs, and energising the network with initiatives and the exchange of 
experiences in this sector.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.mercabarna.es/sala-de-premsa/noticies/2130/mercasa-presenta-un-estudi-per-implantar-un-pool-denvasos
https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/ca/web/es/revesstim-el-textil
https://andromines.net/serveis-ambientals/recollida-residus/
https://www.ereuse.org
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4.1. Industry 

13/ Barcelona Fashion Forward

This action, which is part of the Circular Fashion Pact, aims to support new 
fashion brands and designers to optimise their methods and processes. 
It includes methods that take sustainability into account to enhance their 
professional activities and make improvements relating to commercialisa-
tion, communication and digitalisation by providing training sessions, tailored 
support and funding for services. 

14/ Fashion Sustainable Challenge

This is an annual competition for ideas around a particular topic open to fashion 
students and students of other creative disciplines from all over the world. It 
is based on the development of projects adapted to the specific theme of the 
competition, which changes each year, although it is always based on circular 
and sustainable fashion. This action is part of the Circular Fashion Pact, which 
strives to transform the Catalan textile sector towards the circular economy.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/dissenyhub/ca/que-es-el-disseny-hub/sustainable-challenge
https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/ca/web/es/barcelona-fashion-forward
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4.2. Mobility and transport 

Travelling in a way that reduces the negative impact on the environment. The 
aim is thus to contribute to sustainable mobility in the entire metropolitan area 
by carrying out actions leading to greater integration, promotion and economic 
development. A further aim is to carry out monitoring actions to reduce emis-
sions and encourage alternative forms of transport for both people and 
goods through ride-sharing initiatives, business travel plans and 
urban goods distribution. 

ACTIONS 

15/ EIT Urban Mobility fast-track programme 
16/ Urban Mobility Lab 
17/ Barcelona’s New Bus Network (NXB) 
18/ Public bicycle sharing scheme (Bicing) 
19/ Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM)  

for zero-emissions or electric vehicles 

20/ Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM)  
for hybrid petrol cars with ECO certification 

21/ Urban goods distribution in Mercabarna  
and transformation of the fleet of traders 

22/ Sustainable mobility programme for industrial companies

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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4.2. Mobility and transport 

15/ EIT Urban Mobility fast-track programme 

The mobility fast-track programme aims to provide support to start-ups at the 
initial stage of consolidating their business ideas for less congestion and a more 
efficient transport system based on innovative approaches. Ideas to speed up 
the transition to low- or zero-emissions means of transport and other ideas to 
address mobility-related challenges are also taken into account. 

16/ Urban Mobility Lab

This action involves providing selected companies and start-ups with a public 
space in the city as a test bench to trial smart and sustainable urban mobility 
projects and carry out pilot tests in real-world environments, a new innovation 
space at Fira de Barcelona, and advice services and access to the City Coun-
cil’s sensor network and databases. The project is promoted by Barcelona City 
Council in partnership with the Spanish Directorate-General for Traffic (DGT), 
Fira Barcelona and EIT Urban Mobility. 

17/ Barcelona’s New Bus Network (NXB) 

This is a project for the expansion of the bus network in Barcelona based on 
criteria relating to ease of use, effectiveness and efficient resource manage-
ment. The main aim is to minimise waiting and travel times and improve connec-
tions between different means of transport to provide a more efficient and 
sustainable public transport system in both financial and environmental terms. 

18/ Public bicycle sharing scheme (Bicing) 

The Bicing service, the city’s shared public bike system, is being expanded to 
meet the goals of the Urban Mobility Plan (PMU) for 2024 and increase cycling 
while reducing travel in private motor vehicles. Under this service, 6,000 tradi-
tional and 300 electric bikes are made available to the public to travel in the city.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.bicing.barcelona
https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/welcome-urban-lab-mobility-barcelona-eit-urban-mobility-barcelona-city-council-fira-de-barcelona-and-dgt-join-forces-to-turn-the-city-into-a-test-bed-for-future-mobility/
https://www.barcelona.cat/mobilitat/ca/mitjans-de-transport/bus/nova-xarxa-de-bus
https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/impact-ventures/accelerator/
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19/ Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM)  
for zero-emissions or electric vehicles 

Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM) for all types of vehicle (except trailers) clas-
sified as zero-emissions vehicles in the Directorate-General for Traffic’s (DGT) 
register of vehicles. It will consist of a 75% discount on this tax. 

20/ Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM) for 
hybrid petrol cars with ECO certification 

Reduced motor vehicle tax (IVTM) for all types of hybrid petrol vehicles (except 
trailers) with ECO certification and CO2 emissions of up to 120 g/km, according 
to the Directorate-General for Traffic’s (DGT) register of vehicles. It will consist of 
a 50% discount on this tax. 

21/ Urban goods distribution in Mercabarna 
and transformation of the fleet of traders 

This is a project to improve and optimise the distribution of goods to facilities 
in Mercabarna within the framework of the urban goods distribution strategy. 
On the one hand, the project focuses on the addition of distribution companies 
specialising in group logistics, as this reduces the number of distribution vehi-
cles needed and minimises the resulting emissions. And, on the other, it has 
developed an EV charging point network to ease the mobility transition for users. 

22/ Sustainable mobility programme  
for industrial companies 

This is a personalised support programme for companies in the Besòs hub that 
analyses their mobility and suggests sustainability improvement actions. This 
support is provided by a team of experts who help analyse the company’s situa-
tion and provide solutions and projects to be carried out.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20592/457543/MOBILITAT+SOSTENIBLE.pdf/
https://seuelectronica.ajuntament.barcelona.cat/oficinavirtual/ca/tramit/20200001371
https://www.areaverda.cat/ca/informacio/usuaris/distribucio-urbana-de-mercaderies
https://seuelectronica.ajuntament.barcelona.cat/oficinavirtual/ca/tramit/20200001372
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4.3. Energy 

Large-scale deployment of renewable energies and use of clean electricity to 
decarbonise the supply of energy (including for both industrial and private use), 
and facilitating access to renewable energy resources to guarantee a commit-
ment to the environment and an efficient management of the consumption of 
such resources. Property tax (IBI) deductions for installing voluntary systems to 
harness solar power for heat or electricity. 

ACTIONS 

23/ Property tax (IBI) deductions for installing  
voluntary systems to harness solar power  
for heat or electricity 

24/ Reduced tax on economic activities (IAE) 
for using renewable energies 

25/ Endolla network 
26/ MES Barcelona 
27/ Cleantech Camp programme 
28/ Energy-saving improvements in municipal markets 
29 / Industrial refrigeration distribution network 
30/ Proactive City grants

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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23/ Property tax (IBI) deductions for installing 
voluntary systems to harness solar power 
for heat or electricity 

Tax deduction for (new and existing) properties used for housing and the tertiary 
sector in which voluntary systems for the use of solar power for heat or elec-
tricity have been installed: 50% off the full tax payable in the three tax periods 
immediately following the installation. 

24/ Reduced tax on economic activities (IAE) 
for using renewable energies 

Reduction in the amount of tax payable on taxable activities for taxpayers who 
install systems for the use of heat or electricity from solar power, for two years. 
They will receive 50% off the tax payable in the two tax periods immediately 
following the installation. 

25/ Endolla network 

Expansion and improvement of the city’s EV charging point network to encour-
age electric mobility and increase energy efficiency. This reduces dependence 
on fossil fuels and increases the use of renewable energies, as well as reducing 
noise pollution and helping develop smart energy networks. 

26/ MES Barcelona

This tool was launched in 2021 to support and accelerate the city’s energy tran-
sition by means of private investment. Specifically, €50 million of the municipal 
budget will be invested in the promotion of renewable energy and the attraction 
of private funds to boost the generation of photovoltaic energy by carrying out 
energy renovation projects and installing solar panels.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/agenda2030/ca/mesbarcelona
https://seuelectronica.ajuntament.barcelona.cat/oficinavirtual/ca/tramit/20200001365
https://www.endolla.barcelona/ca
https://seuelectronica.ajuntament.barcelona.cat/oficinavirtual/ca/tramit/19970000413
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4.3. Energy 

27/ Cleantech Camp programme 

This is an entrepreneurship support programme covering both clean technolo-
gies and technological innovation for the development of potentially high-im-
pact solutions by providing the market with technology transfer support. It is 
aimed at start-ups, business projects and unincorporated businesses to help 
them develop clean technologies for the energy sector in the fields of biogas 
and hydrogen, the circular economy, efficient energy, the Internet of Things and 
artificial intelligence. 

28/ Energy-saving improvements  
in municipal markets 

This is an action to make improvements to the city’s municipal markets within the 
framework of the 2015-2015 Strategic Markets Plan to provide them with more 
energy-sustainable facilities. Heating and air conditioning systems that use 
ground water or geothermal energy, as well as roof solar panels to produce energy 
for self-consumption and thus accelerate the energy transition, have therefore 
been installed as part of the remodelling works currently being carried out. 

29/ Industrial refrigeration  
distribution network 

Construction of a central power network for freezing and cooling at Mercabar-
na, using the cold recovered in the natural gas gasification process carried out 
at the Enagas plant in the Port of Barcelona. This reduces CO2 emissions and 
saves on both energy and costs. 

30/ Proactive City grants 

This is a call for grants in collaboration with BIT Hàbitat to provide both tech-
nical and financial support to projects aimed at addressing two top-priority 
urban challenges in Barcelona’s local agenda: the energy transition and climate 
emergency on the one hand, and urban transformation, housing and social and 
territorial cohesion on the other.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://bithabitat.barcelona/projectes/la-ciutat-proactiva-2022/
https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonasostenible/ca/actuacions/installacions-de-mercats-millores-destalvi-energetic
https://www.mercabarna.es/sala-de-premsa/noticies/2826/mercabarna-tindra-una-xarxa-de-fred-que-reduira-costos-i-contaminacio
https://www.cleantechcamp.com/es/programa/
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4.4. Trade, consumption and food 

Encouraging and prioritising innovative business models that respect healthy 
and sustainable local value chains in order to foster local and responsible 
consumption by end consumers. As regards food, the aim is to encourage 
sustainable food production by means of organic agriculture and sustainable 
food habits. 

ACTIONS 

31/ Biomarket 
32 / Responsible consumption space at Palau Foronda 
33/ Network of refrigerated cabinets  

and monitoring at municipal markets 

34/ Terra Pagesa local food distribution centre 
35/ Green Commerce programme 
36/ World Capital of Sustainable Food 
37/ Social and Solidarity Economy training  

programmes and advice service for sustainable  
agri-food companies 

38/ Sustainable Restaurant Pioneers programme 
39/ International Congress on the Circular Economy and Restaurants 
40/ Minimum Requirements for Sustainable Restaurants 
41/ Guide: “How to successfully and sustainably  

set up a delivery and takeaway service for your business”

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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4.4. Trade, consumption and food 

31/  Biomarket

Launch of the Biomarket organic food wholesale market in Mercabarna. The 
market aims to meet the public’s growing demand for organic food and address 
the current growing commitment to this type of food by the wholesale sector 
and local producers. It also aims to support the city’s commitment to a fairer, 
healthier and more sustainable food model. 

32/ Responsible consumption  
space at Palau Foronda 

A newly opened facility in the city whose aim is to spread a more conscious 
consumer culture with a greater commitment to having a positive impact on 
people and the environment. The facility, which is in Palau Foronda, holds talks, 
workshops and exhibitions and contains a Responsible Consumption Informa-
tion Point. 

33/ Network of refrigerated cabinets  
and monitoring at municipal markets 

Refrigerated cabinets have been installed in the markets as part of the Market 
Digitalisation Plan (2015-2025) for the delivery of orders by traders for fast, safe 
and convenient collection by customers, making it easier to buy local organic 
products. The monitoring of energy consumption, the operation of the facilities 
and the online sales management strategies have all been further digitalised 
for data collection and improvement purposes. 

34/ Terra Pagesa local food  
distribution centre 

This is an innovative shopping area and logistics centre in Mercabarna run in 
partnership with the Farmers’ Union that aims to make the distribution of local 
products between farmers and small shops and the municipal markets easier. 
It facilitates commercial connections by providing an online platform that does 
not require producers to be physically present. It also provides the producers 
that use it with logistical and transport help, with sustainability as its hallmark.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.terrapagesa.cat/ca/sigues-terra-pagesa
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/economia-social-solidaria/ca/consum-responsable/espai-consum-responsable
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/economia-social-solidaria/ca/consum-responsable/espai-consum-responsable
https://www.mercabarna.es/sectors-activitat/biomarket/yosoybio/
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35/ Green Commerce programme

This programme aims to encourage municipal markets’ stallholders to sell local 
organic food obtained directly from producers. Its aim is to enable local organic 
food obtained directly from producers to be sold throughout Barcelona, while 
also bringing added value to municipal markets.  

36/ World Capital of Sustainable Food 

Barcelona was the World Capital of Sustainable Food in 2021. This led to 90 
projects and over 200 activities open to the general public to promote healthy 
and sustainable eating, facilitate the distribution and sale of local, organic and 
short-distance foods, and push an agroecological transition in Barcelona. 

37/ Social and Solidarity Economy training 
programmes and advice service for 
sustainable agri-food companies 

This is a social enterprise development programme to boost and strengthen 
sustainable agri-food initiatives with Social and Solidarity Economy values and 
an advice service for sustainable development initiatives, whether they involve 
entrepreneurial ideas at the design stage or initiatives that are already in oper-
ation. 

38/ Sustainable Restaurant  
Pioneers programme 

This programme, which is carried out in collaboration with Barcelona Restau-
rants Sostenibles, provides free training courses on sustainable restaurants for 
professionals wishing to learn how to contribute to sustainability from various 
sections of the food industry. It is carried out under the Barcelona Sustainable 
Restaurants Action Plan.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.bcnsostenible.cat/es/web/punt/barcelona-restaurants-sostenibles
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/premsa/2021/03/10/la-capitalitat-mundial-de-lalimentacio-sostenible-2021-reforca-la-seva-dimensio-metropolitana-promocionant-la-carxofa-emblema-del-parc-agrari-del-baix-llobretat/#:~:text=Barcelona%20és%20enguany%20la%20Capital%20Mundial%20de%20l’Alimentació,de%20l’alimentació%20sostenible%20fins%20al%20mes%20de%20desembre.
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/es/web/guest/economia-social-y-solidaria#:~:text=El%20Servei%20d’Assessorament%20en%20Economia%20Social%20i%20Solidària,projecte%20o%20iniciatives%20ja%20en%20funcionament%20i%20activitat.
https://www.terrapagesa.cat/ca/sigues-terra-pagesa
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4.4. Trade, consumption and food 

39/ International Congress on the Circular 
Economy and Restaurants 

This congress was held in 2021 within the framework of the World Capital of 
Sustainable Food with support from Barcelona City Council and the Barcelona 
Metropolitan Area (AMB). Proposals were shared at the congress to make prog-
ress in the transition towards more sustainable agri-food systems, with a focus 
on regenerative agriculture, waste as resources and the restaurant industry as 
an innovation influencer in the circular economy. 

40/ Minimum Requirements  
for Sustainable Restaurants 

This is a list published in 2022 setting out, among other initiatives of interest, the 
basic principles to be complied with by a restaurant in order to be considered 
sustainable. One of these is the “Weeds in the Kitchen” initiative, which explores 
the culinary and nutritional value of the plants and herbs most commonly used 
in cooking in order to make full use of the available resources. It also highlights 
“the efficient use of food for animal feed”, which is about reusing food waste. 

41/ Guide: “How to successfully and 
sustainably set up a delivery  
and takeaway service for your business”  

Publication of a guide on how to successfully and sustainably set up a delivery 
and takeaway service for your business. This guide provides information about 
current trends and innovation, sustainability, branding and marketing, and 
communication.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.bcd.es/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Guia_delivery_take_away_CAT-1.pdf
https://economiacircularyrestaurantes-frs.com
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4.5. Construction and infrastructure 

Promoting the renovation of more sustainable buildings and infrastructure to 
reduce their environmental impact, as well as maximising the benefits of energy 
efficiency (particularly by means of zero-emissions buildings) to help carry out 
the energy transition and adapt to the city’s new climate scenarios. 

ACTIONS 

42/ Urban transformation of the 22@ district 
43/ Housing renovation grants 
44/ FoodLab 
45/ Adapting the Disseny Hub’s premises 
46/ Refurbishment of the Can Batlló building

 

42/ Urban transformation of the 22@ district 

The 22@ district is a leading example of urban renewal and transformation. It is 
built on close to 200 hectares of old industrial land, with an approximate gross 
floor area of 4 million m² for housing and economic activities. It is considered one 
of the most successful neighbourhoods in terms of the Sustainability Economy, 
because many of its buildings have the highest possible energy rating. Follow-
ing twenty years of development, the aim is to give the 22@ district a definitive 
boost with an urban renewal project that maintains the area’s dynamism and 
economic potential and generates a significant return in terms of taxes. 

43/ Housing renovation grants 

This is a programme of housing renovation grants provided by Barcelona City 
Council and the Barcelona Housing Consortium to promote habitability, acces-
sibility and energy efficiency both inside each home and for buildings as a 
whole. The grants aim to foster energy efficiency by reducing energy consump-
tion by providing external insulation for buildings and encouraging the use of 
solar energy.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.22network.net/districte-22/
https://www.22network.net/districte-22/


Link

Link

Barcelona 
Roadmap 

2030

 50

4.5. Construction and infrastructure 

44/ FoodLab

This project involves the creation of an influential leading space for experi-
menting and starting new business projects in the field of sustainable food. It is 
being carried out as part of the renovation of a building on Carrer Pere IV dating 
back to 1852 located inside a set of buildings that together make up the old “La 
Escocesa” factory. In view of this, the renovation will preserve certain aspects of 
the old building and add installations that take energy efficiency into account. 

45/ Adapting the Disseny Hub’s premises 

Adaptation of the Disseny Hub facilities, a space for use by the creative indus-
tries based on sustainability criteria, by reforming the water, electricity and 
lighting system to make the building sustainable and environmentally friendly. 

46/ Refurbishment of the Can Batlló building 

This project involves fully refurbishing the Can Batlló building in order to preserve 
and highlight the characteristic traits of the old factory site’s industrial archi-
tectural style and boost activities in its old industrial streets. Furthermore, it 
includes relevant actions to reduce energy expenditure and limit the use of 
natural resources, for example by reusing existing components of the building 
and installing horizontal and roof solar panels for sustainable energy production.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/dissenyhub/ca/que-es-el-disseny-hub
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/premsa/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/220701_Obres-Bloc4.pdf
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4.6. Tourism 

Fostering a type of tourism that is respectful of the ecosystem, minimises 
its impact on the environment and is committed to the city’s social, cultural, 
economic and ecological situation. The aim is thus to make the destination 
sustainable and obtain a social return from tourism, helping generate jobs and 
income for local residents. 

ACTIONS 

47/ Sustainable tourism plans in destinations 
for local entities (PSTD) 

48/ Barcelona Biosphere Commitment  
to Sustainable Tourism 

49/ Tourism and Culture Fund 
50/ FuTurisme programme 
51/ Barcelona Tourism Observatory 
52/ + Sustainable Tourism 
53/ Tourism and Culture Congress

47/ Sustainable tourism plans in  
destinations for local entities (PSTD) 

This programme forms part of the Strategy for Sustainable Tourism in Desti-
nations of the Spanish Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism. It lays 
the foundations for a new tourism model to transform destinations based on 
sustainable criteria in accordance with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

48/ Barcelona Biosphere Commitment  
to Sustainable Tourism 

This initiative gives recognition to tour operators with a commitment to respon-
sible management in accordance with certain requirements based on the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Operators that make 
this commitment receive training and advice to draw up an improvement plan 
that enables them to obtain the certification. They are also awarded a Safe 
Travels seal by the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC). Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://turismesostenible.barcelona/ca
https://www.accio.gencat.cat/ca/serveis/cercador-ajuts-empresa/ajutsiserveis/21548_next_generation_eu_plans_sostenibilitat_turistica_en_destinacions_mincotur
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4.6. Tourism 

49/ Tourism and Culture Fund 

Creation of an economic fund to stimulate the production or importing of new 
cultural contents, provided that this entails and involves an exemplary cultur-
ising value in accordance with sustainability criteria. The fund will be used in 
collaboration with the public, in accordance with a tradition of complicity and 
patronage that has enabled such important cultural institutions as the Barce-
lona Museum of Contemporary Art (MACBA), the Miró Foundation and the Tàpies 
Foundation, to name but a few, to be established in Barcelona. 

50/ FuTurisme programme 

This programme supports the creation of innovative and sustainable compa-
nies that meet the emerging needs of the tourism sector in Barcelona city and 
province. It is backed by Barcelona Activa, the Barcelona Hotel Guild, Barcelona 
Provincial Council and the Catalan Association of Specialist Travel Agencies. 

51/ Barcelona Tourism Observatory 

This action involves the creation of a platform with a set of indicators to measure 
the sustainability of tourism in Barcelona. The Observatory is part of the World 
Tourism Organization’s (UNWTO) International Network of Sustainable Tourism 
Observatories (INSTO). 

52/ + Sustainable Tourism 

This was a conference held in 2022 by Barcelona Provincial Council, Barcelo-
na City Council and Turisme de Barcelona comprising around a dozen events 
for both professionals and the general public in the field of sustainable and 
responsible tourism in Barcelona city and province. 

53/ Tourism and Culture Congress 

This action involves creating a space to establish a pact between these two 
sectors to create new value propositions in order to stimulate aspirational 
tourism and promote the local production of culture.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.diba.cat/es/web/turisme-sostenible/sostenibilitat-turistica
https://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/programa-futurisme-turisme-sostenible
https://www.observatoriturisme.barcelona/es
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4.7. Blue Economy 

Generating and reinforcing the city’s economic activities linked to the blue 
economy in the fields of talent, training, employment, entrepreneurship and 
business development, innovation and knowledge transfer, promoting inno-
vation and ensuring environmental sustainability, as well as environmental 
renewal where possible. 

ACTIONS 

54/ New Olympic Port 
55/ Blue Economy Entrepreneurship Programme 
56/ Study of new jobs related to the Blue Economy 
57/ Reskilling in the Blue Economy 
58/ Nautical training and technology hub 
59/ InnovaBlue (collaborative innovation programme) 
60/ Support to Blue Economy and sustainability 

investment funds 

61/ Blue Economy Observatory 
62/ Attracting and holding Blue Economy  

events and international networks 

54/  New Olympic Port 

This is a new space in the Olympic Port. It includes a Blue Economy hub that will 
serve as a leading example for promoting innovation, generating new econom-
ic activity and ensuring quality employment related to the sea and its environ-
mental sustainability. It will also promote sailing and sea sports by means of 
new spaces, for example by building a centre for new sea sports or remodelling 
the current municipal sailing centre. Finally, it will offer a public space where 
people can be in contact with the sea to work, pursue sports or simply enjoy and 
experience the sea. 

55/  Blue Economy Entrepreneurship Programme 

This is an entrepreneurship programme to develop a benchmark programme of 
excellence for the creation of businesses in the Blue Economy, thus becoming 
a source of attraction for Barcelona’s economy. The activities carried out in the 
course of the programme will range from business start-up support to personal 
tutoring sessions and specialised workshops with experts, helping participants 
improve their soft skills and introducing new businesses to the business reality 
of the sector. An annual programme is planned which will assist between twelve 
and fifteen companies a year.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://emprenedoria.barcelonactiva.cat/web/guest/economiablava
https://portolimpic.barcelona/ca/el-nou-port-olimpic/sobre-port-olimpic
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4.7. Blue Economy 

56/ Study of new jobs related  
to the Blue Economy 

Analysis of the new jobs resulting from the Blue Economy in the city, identify-
ing opportunities in terms of quality job creation and workers’ upskilling and 
reskilling needs.  

57/ Reskilling in the Blue Economy  

Specialist sector-specific reskilling in the Blue Economy. This short specialised 
training programme helps attendees find work in a specific sector, helping them 
both develop their professional potential and acquire the most sought-after 
skills and knowledge in the Blue Economy. The reskilling training is provided 
by agents of the city’s training and employment ecosystem, such as the Sailing 
Institute.  

58/ Nautical training and technology hub 

This involves the construction of a technology campus, which started in 2021, 
for the promotion of advanced training, professional skills acquisition, research, 
technology development, innovation, technology transfer and the promotion of 
entrepreneurship and employment in the sustainable Blue Economy as well as in 
specific areas to carry out collaborative projects. This includes multiple physical 
spaces, such as a new municipal facility that will house some of the activities 
carried out by the UPC’s Faculty of Nautical Studies and spaces for the incubation 
and promotion of entrepreneurship, innovation and Blue Economy employment. 

59/ InnovaBlue 
(collaborative innovation programme) 

This involves the creation of an environment for innovation and collaborative 
transfer in relation to the Blue Economy. Its aim is to become a benchmark for 
technological knowledge in this field and to have an impact on various areas 
(such as industry, commercial and sports sailing, port and fishing activities, 
aquafarming and other fishing and fish-related technologies, marine biotech-
nology, and marine and coastal engineering). The initiative thus aims to become 
an example of excellence in research, with a view to covering the “blue” business 
needs arising in relation to innovation, as well as promoting the Blue Economy’s 
emerging sectors. 

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49139/Mesura+de+Govern-Economia-Blava-CAT.PDF/e01fa3ff-3999-82f6-b62a-db4c62fe1f92?t=1664522863598
https://treball.barcelonactiva.cat/porta22/cat/assetsocupacio/programes/pagina51869/reskilling-sectorial.do
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49139/Mesura+de+Govern-Economia-Blava-CAT.PDF/e01fa3ff-3999-82f6-b62a-db4c62fe1f92?t=1664522863598
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49143/Economia+blava_WEB.pdf/d591974e-bbb0-f4bf-4612-35b9bd7b1396?t=1639039918440
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60/ Support to Blue Economy and 
sustainability investment funds 

Supporting private funding initiatives or the creation or attraction of investment 
funds (venture capital) whose main focus for investment is the Blue Economy 
and sustainability. 

61/ Blue Economy Observatory 

This programme aims to create an observatory that makes it possible to lay 
down a set of indicators to explain and define the local status of the Blue Econ-
omy’s economic sectors and how they help achieve environmental sustainabil-
ity and social development. It will also make it possible to assess and monitor 
the Blue Economy’s economic, social and environmental impact on Barcelona 
city. The data and indicators from the Blue Economy Observatory will form the 
basis for the proposal of new public policies based on sound and comparable 
periodic data.   

62/ Attracting and holding Blue Economy 
events and international 

This will involve working actively on holding and attracting major events and 
leading international networks in the field of the Blue Economy in four main 
areas: business; technology, innovation and research related to the Blue 
Economy; environmental matters; and sailing and other maritime sports. The 
purpose of this measure is to support the city’s blue ecosystem in terms of visi-
bility, generating meeting points for the exchange of innovative ideas and knowl-
edge in relation to the Blue Economy and showcase the range of Blue Economy 
assets, players and projects in Barcelona.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion

https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49139/Mesura+de+Govern-Economia-Blava-CAT.PDF/e01fa3ff-3999-82f6-b62a-db4c62fe1f92?t=1664522863598
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49139/Mesura+de+Govern-Economia-Blava-CAT.PDF/e01fa3ff-3999-82f6-b62a-db4c62fe1f92?t=1664522863598
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20124/49139/Mesura+de+Govern-Economia-Blava-CAT.PDF/e01fa3ff-3999-82f6-b62a-db4c62fe1f92?t=1664522863598


5
Barcelona 
Roadmap 

2030

 56

5. Annex.  
Actions of the ecosystem  
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Promoting and taking part in Barcelona’s new paradigm shift requires an 
active ecosystem engaged in the deployment of the Sustainability Economy 
Roadmap. In view of this, an initial group of external agents including both public 
companies and other private operators in the city has been identified to help 
design and carry out new actions to promote sustainability across the region. 
New forms of public-private collaboration have accordingly been introduced 
to encourage the business world to innovate and promote new, more sustain-
able business models.

Port of Barcelona 

Development of renewable energy 

This action involves considering and carrying out measures to develop renew-
able energy and use it to generate green hydrogen, which is produced by elec-
trolysis. This method uses an electric current to separate hydrogen from oxygen 
in water. Electricity is therefore obtained from renewable sources, and energy 
can be produced without any carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere. 
This would help decarbonise the planet and promote the use of clean and more 
sustainable energies. 

Organic waste conversion 

The Port of Barcelona is looking at ways to use the more than 1,000 tonnes of 
organic waste taken from ships to generate biogas, which can be used as a 
direct substitute for fossil gas. 

Dock electrification plan 

This project aims to gradually install electricity points on the docks in the port. 
The goal is to enable vessels to connect to the onshore power grid and turn off 
their auxiliary engines, thus avoiding emissions when they are docked. 

Smart grid at Moll de Pescadors 

This project consists of developing a closed electricity grid at Moll de Pescadors 
by installing solar panels in the dock’s buildings and spaces. The aim is to make 
Moll de Pescadors self-sufficient for energy by creating a micro-grid that uses 
only renewable energy and can be operated from inside the port.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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Fòrum Ambiental Foundation

 
Green and Circular Economy Plan 

This is a support programme to help local bodies make the circular economy a 
reality. The programme includes training and networking sessions to carry out 
circular economy initiatives. There are currently 25 municipalities taking part. 

Mataró-Maresme Circular Park 

This is an agreement with Circle Economy and Inèdit to work on the circular 
economy strategy with the TecnoCampus science park in Mataró. Part of the 
facilities will be used to promote entrepreneurship in the circular economy. 

Sustainable Mobility Hub 

The aim of this project is to scale up the scope of the Sustainable Mobility Hub 
in the El Vallès Oriental region to a project that covers the entire Mediterra-
nean Corridor. Its purpose is to bolster the foundation of a new model based on 
the pillars of sustainability and innovation by supplying fuel to all the vehicles 
tra velling in the area.

 

Industrial Pact

 “Dialogues and synergies  
for the circular transition by 2030”  

This is a series of dialogues and synergies aimed at promoting communication 
and collaboration between the region’s various socio-economic players to boost 
the transition towards a circular economy by 2030. 

Paper 4. What is the circular economy  
and why is it important for the region? 

The aim of this paper is to put the circular economy concept into context and 
show how it can affect public policies in our region, with a reflection on the role 
played by local government. Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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Sustainable Mobility Industry Forum 

This forum provides meeting spaces between institutions and public and private 
players to push forward the narrative and necessary actions and transform the 
various sectors involved into a sustainable mobility-related ecosystem capable 
of standing up to both present and future challenges. 

Paper 7. E-mobility in the Barcelona 
metropolitan region 

This is a report on the transformation of e-mobility. It aims to establish the 
impact and opportunities of e-mobility around the Barcelona metropolitan 
region with a view to deciding on future lines of action. 

Paper 5. Present and future of industrial 
estates: beyond transformation 

This is a report on the current and future situation of industrial estates. Its aim 
is to foster debate on the transformation of industrial estates to address the 
complex issues arising from a new dynamic and constantly changing industry, 
prevent it from becoming obsolete, and help it become more relevant in the 
competitiveness of companies and territories, using sustainability as a pillar 
of change. 

Paper 12. The impact of artificial  
intelligence on companies 

This paper explains what artificial intelligence (AI) is and how it is the backbone 
of a whole new technological era. It provides an analysis of the impact that AI 
will have on various aspects of business management and a guide on how to 
use it in business. 

Paper 14. Guide to local initiatives for the 
energy transition in industrial estates 

This is a paper on the electrical transition. It aims to provide municipal leaders 
and local agents with guidance and case studies to help them lead and drive 
forward this transition process in industrial estates. 

IND+I Club Awards 

This is a research competition that awards prizes to PhD students in Catalan 
universities to stimulate the creation of scientific knowledge in the fields of 
innovation, industry and the sustainable cities agenda.

Companies 

Entrepreneurship 

Training and employment 

Local sphere 

Promotion
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Barcelona Metropolitan Area (AMB)

 
GestPAE business management  
and circular economy tool 

The AMB’s Economic Development Agency presents GestPAE, a tool for metro-
politan municipalities wishing to carry out circular economy strategies in their 
economic communities. Its purpose is to provide indicators and interlinked 
information to create new projects and policies, as well as making it easier for 
companies to work together in the development of projects at metropolitan 
level.

Vueling

Digital Aviation Innovation Talent Hub

This is a new digital innovation centre for aviation promoted in partnership 
with the airline Vueling to move towards the achievement of energy efficien-
cy and sustainability in the tourism and aerospace industries. The aim of this 
hub is to help players in the tourism and aerospace industries to make deci-
sions throughout the value chain, in turn improving users’ travel experience and 
fostering sustainability.

Iberdrola (TMB)

Zona Franca Hydrogen Plant 

Installation of a public hydrogen plant in the Zona Franca industrial estate to 
supply renewable hydrogen to the TMB bus fleet for the next ten years, as well 
as any companies in the estate in need of this green fuel. This would make it 
the first plant in the whole of Spain to produce renewable gas for commercial 
purposes.
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Association of Small and Medium-Sized  
Enterprises in Catalonia (PIMEC)

Office of Energy Transition for SMEs  
and self-employed individuals 

This action involves creating a technical office to carry out tailored projects to 
improve the energy efficiency of micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises 
and self-employed individuals in Barcelona. This is achieved by providing tech-
nical, administrative and financial advice and support for projects relating to 
solar energy for self-consumption, insulation and building envelopes, heating 
and air conditioning, renewable energies, home automation systems, and secu-
rity and accessibility.

 
 

B Lab Spain Foundation

Barcelona + B

This is an initiative promoted by B Lab Spain in partnership with Ferrer, EADA 
Business School and Barcelona City Council to improve the environmental and 
social impact of companies and the public as a whole in order to turn them into 
the main agents of transformation, as well as addressing the climate emergen-
cy. Under this initiative, Barcelona joins the global Cities Can B movement, under 
which companies, universities, foundations, public institutions, entrepreneurs 
and members of the public work together to make Barcelona a sustainability 
and SDG development leader. 

B Corp Certification 

This certification is awarded to companies that work to create social, environ-
mental and economic value for all stakeholders, including workers, suppli-
ers, customers, communities, shareholders and the environment. The B Corp 
community harnesses companies’ potential to have a positive impact on people 
and the planet in order to reduce inequality and poverty, protect the environ-
ment, strengthen communities and create quality jobs.
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